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‘A fishing accident blinded me but I
was forced to keep working': abuses

Society

Indonesian fishers say salary payments 11-

faced by workers who catch our fish 15 months overdue
08/07/2024 11:27 PM X + P Listen

Crew members of You Fu pose in this photo taken at CNA's office after a news conference in Taipei. CNA Photo Aug. 7,
2024




Working Conditions in
Taiwan’s

Distant Water Fleet
ABEDEFEREMICE T D FEIFEY

e 10 months at sea,/ /%104 B

e long working hours,/ & K& 55 &l

® | ower wage than all other sectors
EZXEHERL., EES
Total isolation at sea/ /¥ TDO LR B HNIL
No communication access /®E7 7 X% U

Limited food and water /1489 2 B - BUEIK ,_ '3 |

Difficult and dangerous work,/ 3 K55 &l
No medical care on board /[EE 77 LR U

Labor abuse and forced labor / 55&)#2HY, 5@l

FH{ED
Unilateral contract termination and deportation
/EWIES., BENRE

e Disappearances and deaths at sea /& L CD17 |
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Society
Taiwan-caught fish remains listed on AENEELCR

'forced labor' list sEdlHEIC K BEmEULTYRXRNAD
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Fishermen at a harbor in Taitung. CNA file photo

Taipei, Sept. 6 (CNA) Taiwan-caught fish remained on the biannual List of Goods
Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor, released by the United States Department of
Labor (DOL) Thursday (U.S. Eastern time).
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<a href="https://www.vecteezy.com/free-vector/raised">Raised Vectors by Vecteezy</

Campaign Goal: Mandatory access to Wi-Fi for fishers on Taiwanese distant
water fishing vessels in line with 5 criteria:
BHY - MEOWI-FFIBICDWT, LUTO5RZBFRHICT S

1. Mandatory Wi-Fi on all vessels with consequences for non-compliance
£ TCDEMTWI-FIREZDHHEICT 5, IBSFULARWSRICIFEAS

2. Commitment by FA & employers to respect fishers’ ILO fundamental labor rights
AEDEXNFSEIE (ILO) ZBEIT D EWVWSFALEREI S DEHNZID [F1F3

3. WIFI Guidelines agreed between industry & fishers on reasonable access
BENRY 7 ERICOWTERBAGREMERTOWI-FiAA RZA VDG

4. Co-design and co-enforcement of a vessel-level grievance process

HEERDFIRZRD B "
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5. Improved labor enforcement through an interagency approa
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Migrant fishers campaigning for Wi-Fi at
sea meet Taiwan premier

Advocates and fishers call meeting 'historic' step toward protecting basic rights

3 &

By Jono Thomson, Taiwan News, Staff Reporter
2023/09/08 17:14

Fishers and labor advocates meet with Chen Chian-jen on Tuesday. (WiFi
Now for Fishers Campaign photo)

TAIPEI (Taiwan News) — Campaigners met with Taiwan Premier Chen Chien-
jen (BR#{Z) on Tuesday (Sept. 5) for a “historic” meeting to call for Wi-Fi to be

provided to fishers while working at sea.

Migrant fishers and labor advocates presented Chen with a petition in support

of reaulated. private. and free Wi-Fi on all Taiwanese fishina vessels.

September 4t
Meeting with
Premier of Taiwan
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Trlpartlte Dlalogue with Industry and Fisheries Agency
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Wi-Fi is a precondition to exercise ILO Fundamental Labor Rights:
Wi-FilZILOEARKNHENEZITET 21O DRIRFETH S

1. Fr?ngg%%\ ng@%gociation

+ the right to organize, form, participate, get advice and representation from
independent/democratic unions and advocates in real time
BREDOER, IR - RENGHEMESICIA - BRILT DHEFGE

2. No Forced Labor - Taiwan industry at risk of forced labor
BHElFE TRV & - BIEEDREFRFISFEORREEZIF ST
3. Health & Safety - Injuries & deaths too common but lack of access to timely
medical care or urgent help
BREZEDRE - [FH. FETEHZVHEET 7 PEEFIEH R L
4. No Discrimination - many vessels equipped with Wi-Fi but migrants fishers
excluded from access
ZRIDE WS - % < OREICIEWI-FIDTES N TWD D, BEFEE - fREICIF T 7 XD
5. No Child Labor REFHE T\ &



Other Key International Regulations :
Z DD EZELREPFRHRLY

e The ILO Work in Fishing Convention, 2007 (C188), which Taiwan committed to domesticating in 2019. C188 explicitly requires
reasonable access to communication at sea for fishers.
ILOJAZERLZESKV2007 (C188) (&, MEENBLTEENGEEFRZMATES LSBT, BEHI2019F ICERNERZHIR,

e National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries’ biennial report to Congress identified Taiwan for having
vessels that engaged in illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing
KBFERKUT(NOAASERETH2E S L ICRKRT HHEE T, AEDBMEIWVEEZREEDITTWS,

° The EU Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD) is a law that aims to create corporate legal liability for environmental and
human rights violations within supply chains.
EUDTERRAREET 12— - T VYTV XIES (CSDDD) & BENT T4 F 1 —VICRKITIRE - NMEREDENEEZ A
SELDICTBERETH S,

o EU’s Forced Labor Ban - Approved - Parliament gave final approval to a new regulation enabling the EU to prohibit the sale, import, and export of
goods made using forced labour.

EUDEHIFHEBIEELE - 7GR - EUDVREFEIIC K > TEIE S NcEAmDIRGE. WA, @HZEIEI 52 & Z0REICT D3 L WRE
Z. BaREERU o
o United States Trade Representative (USTR) and Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry (METI)
Memorandum of Cooperation (MOC) to launch a
Task Force on the Promotion of Human Rights and International Labor Standards in Supply Chains

KEERFRE (USTR) EEAERDIBEEEE (MET) « T 7oA F = —VICHIT D NEEEEHEELEDOHBEICET 259 A7
JA—AFEICEITHAESE (MOC) =it
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S. Trade Department
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Undersecretary for
International Affairs
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Action at
the 2023
North
American
Seafood
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Global Seafood

Expo 2023 &
2024 Barcelona



European External Affair Service (EEAS)
with the support of ITF and ETF
Brussels 2024

20244, 7V 2wt )L CITFEEESR Y
1B & ETFRR)N E #5718 & D CRR)N E
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Japan: The Biggest Buyer of Taiwanese Seafood
HAE : 8EEY—7—FDERRD/INA 7 —
e In 2022, Taiwan exported 554,851 Value of Taiwanese Seafood Exports in 2022
metric tons of seafood, valued at $1.7
billion USD.
20225, &EIF55/54,851 8> (1718 e
NILHEY) OY—7—RZz&EE U,
e Top destinations:
o Japan: 67.6 million metric tons
($480.6 million)
o Thailand: 170.3 million metric tons
($228.7 million) o
o China: 74.2 million metric tons
($169.2 million)
o U.S.: 30.4 million metric tons
($161.9 million)

Japan
28.3%

Thailand
13.4%

China
10.0%




Problems Facing Japanese Consumers and Industry
EIZIS(D HEAEVPERALGIRZ SHEE

The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) and Fishery Improvement Projects (FIPs) fail to protect

labor rights.
MSCYFIPAY, HEE DEFREZ L TLRL
e Japanese consumers are misled by false ethical sourcing claims
HADEBEEEIEEE > Ic@BERICERDESNTWS
e Japanese vessel owners face unfair competition due to artificially low Taiwanese seafood prices

linked to forced labor and poor labor conditions

ENEEKEDIE. BHEHFECHBLRIAERMEICK D AREARRFEEMSICHZI SN TWDIH., HEDE
FENSEEFITRLERGFHERICSS5NTWVWS
e Japanese companies face legal, financial, and/or reputational risk for not upholding their

increasing corporate due diligence responsibilities:
BAROBMAZEMIF. BEDT 2 —T VIV RAEFZTFSBRWNWTET, EN - MBNI XTI, TV
NMIEDETIRIZES
e 2020 - National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights (NAP)
o 2022 - Guidelines on Respecting Human Rights in Responsible Supply Chains
o 2023 - The U.S.-Japan Task Force on the Promotion of Human Rights and International
Labor Standards in Supply Chains



Recommendations IS

e Japan can play a key role in transforming the Taiwanese fishing industry.
BARIE. BEDOKEFXEREZZZDIENTEDEERIUKETHS
e \We seek:
o Open dialogue with the Japanese and US governments via the new U.S.-Japan Task Force on
the Promotion of Human Rights and International Labor Standards in Supply Chains
Y 72AF—VICKETBNELEREFBEEICEAITEIHRIRAV 74—XZ&B LT, ZEETH
NI FEZITD
o Conversation with Japanese brands HA D A B2 & DX
e Ourrecommendations FATZEHNSDIRE
o Demand migrant crew access to Wi-Fi and grievance mechanisms on vessels supplying fish to

Japan.
HARICEZEIELU TWLWBIMAT. BRMEIAWI-FiZFIETEZSLSICL. BEBFNEOMHLHEA ALZ %=
I:IX H— %)

o Demand respect for workers’ fundamental right to freedom of association and caution against

top-down agreements that lack worker participation.
FEIEDOERNEFN (EHOBH) Z28EFI5L KD, HEEOSMABLIC K v FF DY T
EN3HNICITERZEOIT D






